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 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY 
 

Minutes of the County Council Meeting held on Thursday, April 11, 
2024, at 9:01 A.M. held both virtually online and physically in Council 
Chambers. 

The meeting was called to order by the Reeve, Jered Serben, in the 
presence of the following persons: 

   ATTENDANCE 
 Div. No. Councillor(s) Thursday, Apr. 11, 2024 
 1 Dan Gawalko Present in Chambers 
 2 Linda Fenerty Present in Chambers 
 3 Dominique Cere Present in Chambers 

 4 Lorne Halisky Present in Chambers 
 5 Jered Serben Present in Chambers 
 Interim CAO Lydia Cielin Present in Chambers 
 Finance Manager Brenda Adamson Present in Chambers 
 Executive Svcs/R.S. Patti Priest Present in Chambers 
 ********************************************************* 
 Observers in Attendance Upon Call to Order: 
 Plan. & Dev. Manager  Jordan Ruegg Virtually Present 
 Enviro. & Parks Manager Dave Franchuk Virtually Present 
 Ag. Fieldman Carleigh Danyluk Virtually Present 
 Comm. Officer Evonne Zukiwski Virtually Present 
 Fire Services Clerk Meaghan Andreychuk Virtually Present 
 Public 2 Members Virtually Present 
 Media No Members N/A 
 Delegation, MCSNet Rhonda Lafrance, CMO Present in Chambers 

    
Moment of Silence  
 Council and those present observed a minute of silence to honour Terry 

Cardinal "Papa Chief" of Saddle Lake, who passed away on March 29, 
2024, at the age of 68 years. 

 
 

 2. Agenda:  
 

482-24: Cere That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting Agenda for Thursday, 
March 7, 2024, be adopted, as amended:  
 

Addition to the Agenda: 
1. Legal Issue: Proposed Supportive Living Facility 

Development, under the authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: 
Third Party Business Interests 

2. Personnel Issue, in respect to Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO) Recruitment, under the authority of FOIP Act: Section 
27: Privileged Information 

3. Personnel Issue, in respect to Public Work Manager, under the 
authority of FOIP Act: Section 27: Privileged Information 

 
Carried Unanimously. 

 
 



County Council Meeting          15591  
April 11, 2024 

 

 3.  Minutes: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 4.  Delegations: 

 
MCSNet - Rhonda Lafrance, Chief Marketing Officer 
 Present before Council from 9:03 a.m. to 9:23a.m. was Rhonda 

Lafrance, Chief Marketing Officer, MCSNet, to provide an update on 
where Smoky Lake County fits into MCSNet’s future grant applications 
as follows: 
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Anita Doktor (Sgt), Detachment Commander, Smoky Lake RCMP 
Detachment, entered Council Chambers, time 9:16 a.m. 
 
One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 9:18 a.m.  
 
 

MCSNet Presentation 
483-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge the update received 

from the April 11, 2024, delegation: Rhonda Lafrance, Chief Marketing 
Officer, MCSNet, providing an overview of their broadband projects 
including the projects within the Smoky Lake Region: 
 Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) 

Connect to Innovate: built transit fiber along Highway 28 which 
allowed us to launch GigAir in Waskatenau, Warspite, Smoky Lake, 
Vilna, Spedden; and 

 Universal Broadband Fund (UBF): Spedden rural area and Southeast 
corner of County to receive enhanced broadband. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Rhonda Lafrance, Chief Marketing Officer, MCSNet, left the meeting, 
time 9:23 a.m. 
 
 

Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment 
 Present before Council from 9:23 a.m. to 9:38 a.m. was Anita Doktor 

(Sgt), Detachment Commander, Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, to 
speak about the RCMP Performance Plan, and their community 
activities. 
 
 

 
 

Chris Minailo, Public Works Manager, entered Council Chambers, time 
9:28 a.m.  
 
Chris Minailo, Public Works Manager, left Council Chambers, time 
9:33 a.m. 
 
 

Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment – Annual Performance Plan 2024-2025 
484-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge Anita Doktor (Sgt), 

Detachment Commander, Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment, has 
consulted and discussed the detachment’s progress against last years 
priority issues and furthermore, agree to collectively focus on the 
following Community Priority Issues:  
1. Police / Community Relations - Police Visibility & Youth Eng, & 
2. Crime Reduction - Property Crime, 

as presented in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Annual 
Performance Plan: “Acknowledgement of Consultation” Collator Code: 
K1652 for the fiscal year 2024-2025. 

Carried. 
 

 5. Public Hearing: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 

 6. Municipal Planning Commission: 
 
 Nil. 
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 7. Request for Decision: 
 

7.5. 2023-24 ACP Grant Application – Municipal Land Use Suitablity Tool (MLUST) RFP 
485-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County, as the Managing Partner, in partnership with 

the Town of Smoky Lake, the Village of Waskatenau and the Village of 
Vilna, for the Alberta Community Partnership (ACP) 2023-24 Grant, 
execute the Conditional Grant Agreement for Project No. 2324-IC-11, 
in the amount of $99,900.00, and prepare a Request for Proposals for the 
preparation of a Regional Municipal Land Use Suitability Tool 
(MLUST), as per the conditions contained within the Conditional Grant 
Agreement. 

Carried. 
 

7.6. 2023 Safety Code Annual Review – Joint Accreditation No. J000148 
486-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken by 

Administration in completing and submitting the Year-2023 Safety 
Codes Annual Internal Review for Joint Accreditation No. J000148, 
covering the period of January 1, 2023, to December 31, 2023.  
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually left the meeting, time 9:58 a.m. 
 
Carleigh Danyluk, Agricultural Fieldman, left the meeting virtually and 
entered Council Chambers, time 9:59 a.m. 
 
 

7.7. Policy Statement No. 61-03-07: Application for Development Permit 
487-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council amend Policy Statement No. 61-03-

07: Application for Development Permit, to reflect the adoption of the 
Planning and Development Fees Bylaw and the Intermunicipal 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Bylaw.  
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Carried. 
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7.8. Policy Statement No. 61-02: Resource Extraction Development Permit Application 
488-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 61-02: Resource 

Extraction Development Permit Application, be rescinded as the said 
Policy is made redundant by Policy Statement No. 61-03: Application 
for Development Permit.   

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Chris Minailo, Public Works Manager, entered Council Chambers, time 
10:03 a.m. 
 
Dave Franchuk, Environment & Parks Manager, left the meeting 
virtually and entered Council Chambers, time 10:05 a.m. 
 
 

7.1. White Earth Creek Flood Mitigation 
489-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge: 

1. receipt of the research conducted by the Agricultural Department in 
respect to White Earth Creek flood mitigation; and acknowledge,  

2. there is no single government responsible for the removal of debris 
in streams and the decision to remove debris from streams rests 
with the landowner, where they feel the debris is cause for concern; 
and if the landowner believes it is necessary to remove debris from 
streams, it is the landowners’ responsibility to ensure they obtain 
any necessary authorization from Environment and Parks, in 
accordance with the correspondence received from the Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Alberta Environment and Parks, dated 
September 14, 2022; and acknowledge,  

3. landowners can submit a request for services in accordance with 
Policy Statement No. 62-21-06: Beaver Control – Fee for Removal 
with Explosives, for the County to undertake beaver control 
services for a fee, which can mitigate flooding; and acknowledge, 

4. the flooding from White Earth Creek onto the lands legally 
described as SE-32-59-16-W4 is currently not directly related to 
beavers; and acknowledge, 

5. dredging and lowering the creek bed of White Earth Creek for flood 
mitigation on the lands legally described as SE-32-59-16-W4 is 
unreasonable as doing so would have significant negative 
environmental and wildlife impacts as well as significant financial 
burden onto the County,  

and therefore, Smoky Lake County will not conduct any action to dredge 
and lower White Earth Creek’s bed and will continue regular trapping 
of beavers and removal of dams where it is deemed to be necessary for 
flood mitigation and continue to seek awareness and consideration of 
any available grants in respect to flood mitigation. 

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

Carleigh Danyluk, Agricultural Fieldman, left Council Chambers and 
re-joined the meeting virtually, time 10:23 a.m. 
 
 

7.2. Riverland Recreational Trail Society Annual Maintenance Fee 
490-24: Halisky Smoky Lake County Council extend an invitation to representatives 

from the Riverland Recreational Society and Smoky Lake Trail 
Twisters, to be a joint delegation to Council for the purpose of clarifying 
the Riverland Recreational Trail Society’s Annual Maintenance fees. 
   

Carried. 
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7.3. Truckfill Water Storage Tanks for Extra Capacity 
491-24: Fenerty  That Smoky Lake County Council approve to add the cost in the amount 

of $28,000.00 into the final Year-2024 budget for the purpose of funding 
the purchase of one 63 cubic meter stand up tank including mobilization, 
demobilization and required adaptive fittings and hoses, to be utilized 
for extra water storage capacity at the Smoky Lake County truck fill, as 
a proactive measure to assist the farming community during the 
predicted Year-2024 drought.      

Carried. 
 

 
 

Dave Franchuk, Environment & Parks Manager, left Council Chambers, 
time 10:44 a.m. 
 
 

7.4. Lemonade Day: Teaching Kids the Power of Entrepreneurship 
492-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County support the Community Futures: St. Paul – 

Smoky Lake Region’s project “Lemonade Day” on June 15, 2024, by 
promoting the event on social media; and participate in the Lemonade 
Day 2024 by: Issuing Lemonade Stand Business Licenses at a cost of 
$1.00, and Entering into a simple lease – should the youth want to locate 
their stand on municipal land, in response to the correspondence from 
Penny Fox, General Manager, Community Futures, dated March 20, 
2024; and Proclaim June 15, 2024 as LEMONADE DAY in Smoky 
Lake County. 

Carried. 
 

7.9. Policy Statement No. 03-18-19: Five-Year Road Plan 
493-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Policy Statement No. 03-18-19: Five-Year 

Road Plan, be amended:   
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Carried. 
 

7.10. Backsloping Application  
494-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve the backsloping program 

project along the lands legally described as SE-35-59-16-W4, adjacent 
to Range Road 161, as per the application received from Dan and Ashley 
Gargus, dated April 3, 2024, and subject to the pass of an inspection 
conducted by the Public Works Manager or designate, upon completion 
the County will provide funding to the applicant in the amount of half 
the total cost of the project up to a maximum amount of $2,500.00, in 
accordance with County Policy Statement No. 03-21-06.  

Carried. 
 
 

 
 

One Member of the Public, virtually joined the meeting, time 10:56 a.m. 
 
 

7.11. Highway 28 Speed Reduction Along Town of Smoky Lake 
495-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County request an update in respect to the status of 

the ministerial order to lower the speed limit of Highway 28 along the 
Town of Smoky Lake, as per the March 27, 2023 letter addressed to the 
Reeve of Smoky Lake County and Mayor of the Town of Smoky Lake, 
from the Honourable Deven Dreeshen, Minister of Transportation and 
Economic Corridors, stating: “I agree that a posted speed limit of 80 
kilometres per hour could be accommodated for this section of roadway. 
I have asked department staff to prepare the ministerial order so that the 
lower speed limit can be implemented. The speed limit would then come 
into effect once the ministerial order is complete and the signs are 
installed.”.   

Carried. 
 

7.12. Bylaw No.1460-24: Annual Borrowing Bylaw 
496-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 1460-24: Borrowing Bylaw, for 

the purpose of providing authorization to borrow up to $5,000,000.00 on 
the operating line of credit and $50,000.00 on the Corporate Mastercard 
Account, be given FIRST READING. 

Carried. 
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Moved by Councillor Fenerty that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1460-24: Borrowing Bylaw, for the purpose of providing authorization 
to borrow up to $5,000,000.00 on the operating line of credit and 
$50,000.00 on the Corporate Mastercard Account, be given SECOND 
READING. 

Carried. 
 
Moved By Councillor Gawalko that Smoky Lake County Council give 
unanimous consent for permission for Third Reading to Bylaw No. 
1460-24: Borrowing Bylaw, for the purpose of providing authorization 
to borrow up to $5,000,000.00 on the operating line of credit and 
$50,000.00 on the Corporate Mastercard Account. 
 

Carried Unanimously. 
 
Moved by Councillor Halisky that Smoky Lake County Bylaw No. 
1460-24: Borrowing Bylaw, for the purpose of providing authorization 
to borrow up to $5,000,000.00 on the operating line of credit and 
$50,000.00 on the Corporate Mastercard Account, be given THIRD & 
FINAL READING, and that the Reeve and the Chief Administrative 
Officer are hereby authorized to fix their signatures to all necessary 
documents and that the corporate seal also be fastened where it is 
deemed to be necessary. 

Carried. 
 

7.13. Vilna/Bellis Citizens on Patrol’s Request for Donation 
497-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge the release of County 

funds to the Vilna/Bellis Citizens on Patrol, in the amount of $3,000.00 
as per Council’s September 26, 2018, annual funding Motion #940-18, 
and in respect to the letter deferred on March 16, 2023, from Vilna/Bellis 
Citizens on Patrol’s letter received, dated February 24, 2023, requesting 
funding.  

Carried. 
 

 8. Interim Chief Administrative Officer’s Report: 
 

  Nil. 
 
 

 9. Council Committee Reports: 
 
 Nil. 

 
 

 10.    Correspondence: 
 

10.1. Minister Approval of North Saskatchewan River as a Canadian Heritage River 
498-24: Fenerty  That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the letter 

from Minister of Environment & Climate Change, dated February 2, 
2024, approving the designation of Alberta section of the North 
Saskatchewan River as a Canadian Heritage River. 

Carried. 
 

10.2. Alberta Designates North Saskatchewan River as a Canadian Heritage River 
499-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the News 

Release from Government of Canada, dated March 22, 2024, titled: 
“Governments of Canada and Alberta officially designate Alberta 
section of the North Saskatchewan River as a Canadian Heritage River”. 
 

Carried. 
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10.3. Award Nomination of the North Saskatchewan River Heritage River Designation  
500-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council approve action taken as per the email 

received from Chris Hardwicke, Principal, Urban Design, O2 Planning 
+ Design Inc., dated March 13, 2024, providing notice of their 
submission to the Alberta Professional Planners Institute (APPI) 2024 
Planning Awards, for the ‘North Saskatchewan River (kisiskâciwani-
sîpiy) in Alberta Heritage River Designation Document: a ‘living 
strategy’ Concept Plan’ under the ‘Special Study’ Category Three. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

10.4. Métis Nation of Alberta: “Notice of Engagement - Healing Waters Tea and Talk”  
501-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County Council who can attend – attend, the event as 

per the from Métis Nation of Alberta (MAN) poster titled: “Notice of 
Engagement - Healing Waters Tea and Talk” scheduled for Thursday, 
April 18, 2024, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Ukrainian National Hall, 
Smoky Lake, and approve action taken by Administration in promoting 
the MNA’s event on social media to increase County resident’s 
awareness of the event.  

Carried. 
 
 

10.5. Two-Year Extension to Provincial Education Requisition Credit (PERC) Program 
502-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the letter 

from Minister of Municipal Affairs, received March 22, 2024, 
announcing a two-year extension to the Provincial Education 
Requisition Credit (PERC) Program and promising to continue working 
in collaboration with partners in industry, Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta, Alberta Municipalities, and the Alberta Energy Regulator, to 
ensure oil and gas companies pay their fair share of taxes. 

Carried. 
 
 

10.6. Explore Edmonton Forgoes the Farm Family Awards Program in Year-2024 
503-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council write a letter of disappointment in 

response to the email from Kimberly Zagar, Agricultural Specialist, 
Community Initiatives and Agriculture, Explore Edmonton, dated 
March 15, 2024, announcing their decision to forgo the Farm Family 
Awards program in Year-2024; and forward the information to the 
Agricultural Service Board. 

Carried. 
 

504-24: Gawalko That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge the email from 
Kimberly Zagar, Agricultural Specialist, Community Initiatives and 
Agriculture, Explore Edmonton, dated March 15, 2024, announcing 
their decision to forgo the Farm Family Awards program in Year-2024. 
 

Carried. 
 
 

10.7. News Release - Alberta Government - Investment for More Rual Physicians  
505-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the New 

Release from Alberta Government, dated April 3, 2024, announcing a 
$224.8 million investment through Budget 2024 to help train more 
physicians in rural areas by “working with post-secondary institutions 
to train more physician in rural area because students who learn in rural 
communities are more likely to stay and work in them after completing 
training”; and distribute to the information local schools for awareness. 
 

Carried. 
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10.8. News Release - Smoky Lake Public Library - Employment and Citizenship Support 
506-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the New 

Release from Smoky Lake Public Library, received April 4, 2024, 
announcing “Employment and Citizenship Support”, including resume 
writing, job searches, PR card renewal, and finding/sending government 
forms; and share the news release on the County’s Social Media. 
 

Carried. 
 

10.9. Minister's Award for Municipal Excellence for the joint Métis Solar Project 
507-24: Cere That Smoky Lake County, as a grant funding application partner of the 

completed joint Métis Solar Project, support and acknowledge the Town 
of Smoky Lake has completed a submission to the Minister's Award for 
Municipal Excellence for the said Métis Solar Project, as per the email 
received from Dawn Phillips, Chief Administrative Officer, Town of 
Smoky Lake, dated March 29, 2024. 

Carried. 
 

10.10. Email from Deputy Reeve Fenerty - Bridge BF08200 “Contingency plan / grant” 
508-24: Fenerty That Smoky Lake County Council acknowledge receipt of the email 

from Deputy Reeve Fenerty, dated April 3, 2024, requesting “Bridge 
8200 – Contingency plan / grant” be placed on the April 11, 2024, 
Council Meeting Agenda; and request an update in respect to same 
through the Public Works Manager, from Jen Plamondon, P.Eng., 
Project Manager, of Associated Engineering Alberta Ltd.. 

Carried. 
 

 11.    Information Releases: 
 
 Nil.  

 
 12.   Financial Reports: 

 
Bills and Accounts – Cheque Register 
509-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County’s Cheque Register as of March 7, 2024, as 

follows, be filed for information: 
County Council Meeting:  Apr. 11th 2024  
Batch # Cheque Numbers Total of Batch 
PMCHQ217 54146 TO 54167 $77,435.55 
PMCHQ219 54169 TO 54189 $55,262.39 
PMCHQ221 54190 TO 54200 $36,290.39 
PMCHQ222 54201 TO 54216 $122,961.61 
PMCHQ225 54217 TO 54219 $198,411.25 
PMCHQ226 54220 TO 54236 $74,317.96 
PMCHQ228 54237 $11,844.62 
Total Cheques from 54146 TO 54237 $576,523.77 

   
Batch # EFT Numbers Total of Batch 
240330 1284 TO 1293 $79,967.86 
240313 1294 TO 1302 $225,932.38 
240320 1303 TO 1306 $77,801.55 
240325 1307 TO 1314 $23,156.23 
240328 1315 TO 1316 $15,944.64 
240430 1317 TO 1326 $74,699.15 
Total  EFTs from 1284 TO 1326 $497,501.81 

   
Direct Debit Register  
Batch # Description Total of Batch 
PMPAY073 My HAS $1,770.43 
PMPAY074 My HAS $434.87 
PMTRX680 ENTERPRISE FLEET MNGT $259,656.25 
PMTRX681 ENTERPRISE FLEET MNGT $1,063.13 
Total Direct Debits    $262,924.68 

   
Grand Total Bills and Accounts $1,336,950.26 
(Note: From General Account)  

 
Carried. 
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 13.  Next Meeting(s): 

 
Next & Scheduled County Council Meetings 
510-24: Fenerty That the next Smoky Lake County Council Meetings be re-confirmed 

and scheduled as follows: 
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, 9:00 a.m. (Budget), 
Thursday, April 25, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular),  
Thursday, May 9, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., (Regular), 
Thursday, May 23, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. (Regular), 

to be held virtually, through Electronic Communication Technology as 
per Bylaw 1376-20 and/or physically in County Council Chambers. 
 

Carried. 
 

11:33 a.m. to 11:34 
a.m. 
 

  Public Question and Answer Period: 
 
None. 
 

  Addition to the Agenda - Executive Session: 
 

Personnel Issues - Public Works Manager and Chief Administrative Officer Recruitment  
511-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session to discuss 

the following issues, in the presence of all Council, Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Planning & Development 
Manager, Executive Services Clerk, and Public Works Manager under 
FOIP Section 27: Privileged Information,  
 from 11:34 a.m. to 12:01 p.m., a Personnel Issue, in respect to Public 

Works Manager, and  
(the Finance Manager, Planning & Development Manager, 
Executive Services Clerk, and Public Works Manager, left Executive 
Session, time 12:01 p.m.) 

 from 12:02 p.m. to 12:18 p.m., a Personnel Issue, in respect to Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO) Recruitment. 

Carried. 
 

512-24: Serben That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
12:18 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 
 

Meeting Recessed Meeting recessed for Lunch, time 12:19 p.m.   
 

Meeting Reconvened The meeting reconvened on a call to order by the Reeve at 12:54 p.m. in 
the physical (or virtual) presence of all Council Members, Interim Chief 
Administrative Officer, Finance Manager, Planning and Development 
Manager, Executive Services Clerk, Communications Officer, Public 
Works Manager, and one Members of the Public. 
 

  Addition to the Agenda - Executive Session: 
 

Legal Issue - Proposed Supportive Living Facility Development 
513-24: Cere 
 

That Smoky Lake County Council go into Executive Session to discuss 
a Legal Issue: Proposed Supportive Living Facility Development, under 
the authority of the FOIP Act Section 16: Third Party Business Interests, 
in the presence of all Council, Interim Chief Administrative Officer, 
Finance Manager, Planning & Development Manager, Executive 
Services Clerk, Public Works Manager, and via telephone: Metis Nation 
of Alberta’s representative: Aaron Barner, Senior Executive Officer, 
time 12:55 p.m. 

Carried. 
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 The phone call with Metis Nation of Alberta’s representative: Aaron 
Barner, Senior Executive Officer, ended in Executive Session, time 1:13 
p.m. 
 

514-24: Halisky That Smoky Lake County Council go out of Executive Session, time 
1:19 p.m. 

 Carried. 
 

 15.  ADJOURNMENT: 
 

515-24: Gawalko That the Smoky Lake County Council Meeting of April 11, 2024, be 
adjourned, time 1:20 p.m.. 

Carried. 
 

   
 
 

 ________________________________ 
   REEVE 

  
 S E A L 

  ________________________________ 
 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


